
What Is a Conjunction? 

A conjunction is the glue that holds words, phrases and clauses (both dependent and 

independent) together. There are three different kinds of conjunctions -- coordinating, 

subordinating, and correlative -- each serving its own, distinct purpose, but all working to bring 

words together. 

Thanks to conjunctions, we don't have to write short, choppy sentences. We can extend our lines 

with simple words like "and" or "but" and perhaps a comma or two.  

What Is a Coordinating Conjunction? 

Coordinating conjunctions are what come to most people's minds when they hear the word 

"conjunction." Coordinating conjunctions join two or more sentences, main clauses, words, or 

other parts of speech which are of the same syntactic importance. Also known as coordinators, 

coordinating conjunctions are used to give equal emphasis to a pair of main clauses.. There are 

seven of them, and they're easy to remember if you can just think of the acronym "FANBOYS." 

For - Explains reason or purpose (just like "because") 

And - Adds one thing to another 

Nor - Used to present an alternative negative idea to an already stated negative idea 

But - Shows contrast 

Or - Presents an alternative or a choice 

Yet - Introduces a contrasting idea that follows the preceding idea logically 

So - Indicates effect, result or consequence 

Coordinating Conjunctions Used in Sentences 

Here are some example sentences using the seven coordinating conjunctions: 

I go to the park every Sunday, for I love to watch the ducks on the lake. 

I watch the ducks on the lake and the shirtless men playing soccer. 

I don't go for the fresh air nor for the ducks; I just like soccer. 

Soccer is entertaining in winter, but it's better in the heat of summer. 

The men play on two teams: shirts or skins. 

I always take a book to read, yet I never seem to turn a single page. 

 



Coordinating Conjunction Rules 

As there are only seven of these words, there are just a few rules for using coordinating 

conjunctions correctly: 

Coordinating conjunctions always connect phrases, words, and clauses. For example: This batch 

of mushroom stew is savory and delicious. 

Some instructors warn that starting a sentence with a coordinating conjunction is incorrect. 

Mostly, this is because they are attempting to help prevent you from writing fragments rather 

than complete sentences; sometimes though, it’s just a personal preference. The fact is, you can 

begin sentences with coordinating conjunctions as long as you follow these three rules for doing 

so: 

 Ensure that the coordinating conjunction is immediately followed by a main clause 

 Don’t use coordinating conjunctions to begin all of your sentences. Do so only when it 

makes your writing more effective. 

 Although commas typically follow coordinating conjunctions used in areas other than the 

beginning of a sentence, they should not be used after coordinating conjunctions used to 

open sentences unless an interrupter immediately follows.   

Examples of Coordinating Conjunctions 

In the following examples, the coordinating conjunctions have been italicized for easy 

identification. 

You can eat your cake with a spoon or fork. 

My dog enjoys being bathed but hates getting his nails trimmed. 

Bill refuses to eat peas, nor will he touch carrots. 

I hate to waste a drop of gas, for it is very expensive these days. 



The fourth pillar of Islam: Fasting Ramadan. 

What is fasting Ramadan? 

Starting by explaining what is Ramadan ? Ramadan in Islam, the ninth 

month of the Muslim calendar and the holy month of fasting. It begins and ends 

with the appearance of the new moon. 

 Generally speaking, fasting Ramadan is one of the five pillars of Islam. It’s an 
intermittent fasting that extends every day from dawn till sunset during one 

month per lunar year. This holy fasting remains largely followed by Muslims 

and it has a significant social and economic implications and therefore a new 

rhythm of life that mainly affects eating habits, sleep and work schedules. 

In a religious context, Allah S.W.T said: for you as it was prescribed for 

those before you so that you may achieve Taqwaa (righteousness, God-fearing)." 

[Surat Al-Baqarah, verse 183]  

The prophet Muhammad ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص said, "Whoever observes the fast during the month of 

Ramadan, (while) believing in Allaah and seeking His rewards, will have his 

past sins forgiven." [Reported by Imaams Bukhaari, Muslim and others]  

The Essential Elements Of The Fast: 

There are two essentials elements for your fast to be valid and accepted. They 

are:  

Intention 

You must have the intention to fast before fajr (dawn) every night during 

the month of Ramadan. The intention does not need to be spoken, because 

in reality it is an act of the heart, which does not involve the tongue. It 

will be fulfilled by one's intention from the heart to fast out of obedience 

to Allaah هلالج لج seeking His pleasure. 

 

Abstaining from acts that nullify the Fast 

The second essential element for your fast to be accepted is that you 

abstain from the acts that nullify the fast from dawn to sunset.  

If you maintain these two essential elements during fasting, then your fast will 

be valid and accepted.  

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Islam
https://www.britannica.com/science/month
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Muslim-calendar
https://www.britannica.com/topic/fasting
http://quran.com/2/183


Six Actions That Invalidate Or Nullify The Fast 

All scholars have agreed that the following acts will invalidate the fast. They 

are:  

Intentional Eating or Drinking 

If someone eats or drinks due to forgetfulness, a mistake, or coercion, 

then his fast is still valid and should continue to fast. If you choose to eat 

or drink, for any reason, then your fast will become invalid.  

Intentional Vomiting 

If one is overcome by the urge to vomit, and vomits unintentionally, then 

he should continue to fast. If someone chooses to vomit, for any reason, 

then his fast will become invalid.  

Intentional Sexual Intercourse 

If one has sexual intercourse while fasting, then he must perform 

kaffaarah, expiation of the sin. (Fasting continuously for sixty days or if 

unable then one should feed sixty poor people). 

Menstrual or Childbirth Bleeding 

The fast becomes invalid during menstrual or post-childbirth bleeding. 

Even if such bleeding begins just before sunset, the fast of that day is 

invalid and the day must be made up at a later time. 

Recommended Acts During Ramadan  

There are some acts that are recommended, and if you practice them, you will 

gain more rewards from Allaah هلالج لج such as:  

 Having suhuur (pre-dawn meal) and delaying it until just before fajr 

(dawn) time.  

 We should also hurry to break the fast at sunset.  

 Another recommended act is that we break the fast by eating an odd 

number of fresh or dry dates, and if those are not available, then having 

a drink of water would be sufficient.  

 pray taraaweeh daily  

 Study Quaran, trying to understand it deeply. 

 

 

 



Can the Power of Prayer Alone Stop a Pandemic like the Coronavirus? Even 

the Prophet Muhammad Thought Otherwise 

The COVID-19 pandemic is forcing governments and news sources to provide the 

most accurate and helpful advice to the world's population, as the disease is indeed global 

in reach. Health care professionals are in high demand, and so too are scientists who 

study the transmission and effect of pandemics. 

Experts like immunologist Dr. Anthony Fauci and medical reporter Dr. Sanjay Gupta are 

saying that good hygiene and quarantining, or the practice of isolating from others in the 

hope of preventing the spread of contagious diseases, are the most effective tools to 

contain COVID-19. 

Do you know who else suggested good hygiene and quarantining during a 

pandemic? 

Muhammad, the prophet of Islam, over 1,300 years ago. 

While he is by no means a "traditional" expert on matters of deadly diseases, Muhammad 

nonetheless had sound advice to prevent and combat a development like COVID-19. 

Muhammad said: "If you hear of an outbreak of plague in a land, do not enter it; but if the 

plague outbreaks out in a place while you are in it, do not leave that place." 

He also said: "Those with contagious diseases should be kept away from those who are 

healthy." 

Muhammad also strongly encouraged human beings to adhere to hygienic 

practices that would keep people safe from infection. Consider the following hadiths, or 

sayings of Prophet Muhammad: 

"Cleanliness is part of faith." 

"Wash your hands after you wake up; you do not know where your hands have moved 

while you sleep." 

"The blessings of food lie in washing hands before and after eating." 

And what if someone does fall ill? What kind of advice would Muhammad 

provide to his fellow human beings who are suffering from pain? 



He would encourage people to always seek medical treatment and medication: "Make use 

of medical treatment," he said, "for God has not made a disease without appointing a 

remedy for it, with the exception of one disease—old age." 

Perhaps most importantly, he knew when to balance faith with reason. In recent weeks, 

some have gone so far as to suggest that prayer would be better at keeping you from the 

coronavirus than adhering to basic rules of social distancing and quarantine. How would 

Prophet Muhammad respond to the idea of prayer as the chief—or only—form of 

medicine? 

Consider the following story, related to us by ninth-century Persian scholar Al-

Tirmidhi: One day, Prophet Muhammad noticed a Bedouin man leaving his camel 

without tying it. He asked the Bedouin, "Why don't you tie down your camel?" The 

Bedouin answered, "I put my trust in God." The Prophet then said, "Tie your camel first, 

then put your trust in God." 

Muhammad encouraged people to seek guidance in their religion, but he hoped they take 

basic precautionary measures for the stability, safety and well-being of all. 

In other words, he hoped people would use their common sense. 

Dr. Craig Considine is a scholar, professor, global speaker, and media contributor 

based at the Department of Sociology at Rice University. He is the author of The 

Humanity of Muhammad: A Christian View (Blue Dome Press, 2020), and Islam in 

America: Exploring the Issues (ABC-CLIO 2019), among others. 

                                                                                     Source: website: Newsweek. 

 

Instructions: read the text carefully then: 

1- Extract the general idea of the text. 

2- Try to translate the paragraph(1) and (2). 

3- Write a summary for the text according to what you have understood. 


